
SHAPING A STRONG,  
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR TRAVEL, 
TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY

The World Tourism Forum Lucerne 
(WTFL) is the industry’s leading 
engagement platform, where eminent 
CEOs, ministers, academics, financiers 
and start-ups interact with the next 
generation of talent as a strong multi-
stakeholder community shaping the 
future of tourism. 

WTFL activates a year-round assembly 
of the globe’s best and brightest to 
tackle challenges across the travel, 
tourism and hospitality industries.

With an unparalleled worldwide reach 
and impact of hundreds of tourism 
leaders, decision makers, trailblazers, 
experts and innovators from 75+ 
nations around the world, WTFL has 
built an influential network of business, 
education, government, finance and 
community leaders who work together to

• Solve economic, political and 
environmental challenges

• Develop sustainability

• Encourage innovation 

• Nurture talent.

WTFL IS SUPPORTED BY 
SOME OF THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST BRANDS, 
INDUSTRY POWERHOUSES 
AND MEDIA NETWORKS AS 
WELL AS WORKING CLOSELY 
WITH INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS LIKE 
UNWTO, WTTC AND IATA,  
TO NAME JUST A FEW.

WTFL also plays a vital role in growing 
and shaping an authentic, sustainable 
visitor economy by directly connecting 
successful tourism industry and 
government leaders with the next 
generation of tourism pioneers.

Over the past 10 years, WTFL has 
evolved into a year-round network 
of leaders and leading thinkers who 
stimulate positive change in travel, 
tourism and hospitality.

Become a changemaker by joining the 
World Tourism Forum Lucerne.

“Learning from each other, sharing and 
working together as a strong, global 
community of public and private sector 
leaders, we can develop sustainable, 
innovative, productive tourism and 
hospitality sectors in every region and  
every country.” 

Prof. Martin Barth, CEO

CONTACT

Martin Barth  
President & CEO 

E: martin.barth@wtflucerne.org 
T: +41 41 228 99 82 
wtflucerne.org



WTFL PROGRAMS, 
NETWORKS AND EVENTS 
UNITE WORLD TOURISM 
LEADERS AND EXPERTS 
FROM INDUSTRY, 
EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT 
AND THE COMMUNITY, 
AS WELL AS THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF TOURISM 
ENTREPRENEURS. 

We offer a wide range of partnership 
opportunities including global 
hosting, programme collaborations  
and event sponsorship.

World Tourism Forum
Hundreds of tourism leaders, experts 
and innovators from 75+ nations 
around the world gather for an 
incomparable two-day conference 
including impressive speakers, 
thought-provoking presentations, 
inspirational panels, round table 
talks and networking. Engaging three 
generations of leading lights, the 
biannual Forum showcases success 
and inspires action!

“The World Tourism Forum Lucerne 
is the place where the future of 
tourism is shaped!”

Puneet Chhatwal,  
CEO Indian Hotels  
Company Limited

Start Up  
Innovation Camp
Each year, WTFL uncovers the rising 
stars of tourism and unites them 
for an intensive full-day workshop 
providing mentorship and business 
coaching, exposure to industry 
leaders, and an opportunity to win a 
valuable Start-Up Innovation Award 

for their new ideas. Participants 
receive ongoing support through a 
Start-Up Alumni Network.

“WTFL Start-Up Innovation Camp 
was not only a great opportunity 
to meet the stalwarts of tourism 
sector, but also provided valuable 
exposure to help scale our business 
in sustainable tourism.”

Paras Loomba, Founder,  
Global Himalayan Expedition 

Think Tank
An annual, exclusive gathering of 
the world’s Top 50 tourism decision 
makers for intensive, constructive 
discussion around a single key topic 
facing the global travel, tourism and 
hospitality sectors. Think Tank forges 
new ideas, new viewpoints and new 
networks to build a stronger tourism 
industry.

It provides an opportunity to take a 
pause in a unique setting, to reflect 
on critical issues facing the sector, 
and to share thought provoking 
solutions. Its’ strength lies in the 
diversity of voices and unique 
perspectives from around the world 
and from different sectors. At the 
WTFL Think Tank everyone puts aside 
competition and politics and focus 
on working together for advancing 
a sector that has proven itself as a 
force for good.

“I have never seen such a compact, 
well organised and high-level forum 
that includes tomorrow’s leaders.”  

Teo Ah King,  
Chairman Desert Star Holding 

Young Talent Programme
WTFL works hard to foster the 
next generation of travel, tourism 
and hospitality leaders and to 
stimulate the talent pipeline between 
universities and industry. The Young 
Talent Programme (YTP) connects 
outstanding students from WTFL 
partner universities with industry 
leaders and executives to discuss 
career planning, ideologies and 
opportunities. YTP participants play 
an active role in the World Tourism 
Forum and receive continuing 
backing through a Young Talents 
Alumni. Partner universities are 
chosen for their exceptional 
commitment to promoting young 
talent and advancement of the 
tourism industry.

“I gained valuable industry insights 
and look forward to applying my 
skills and knowledge to address the 
environmental issues in the tourism 
industry.”  

Maliha Majeed,  
Young Talent 2015

Talent Boost
A platform for talent management 
and talent promotion to examine 
workforce development and present 
new ways to attract, engage and 
retain young talent. Organised in 
collaboration with a WTFL partner 
university, this event connects 
tourism industry, education and 
government to share talent initiatives 
and challenges.

“Talent Boost is a morale booster for 
the hidden younger skills and mind.”

Ramesh Krishna,  
Queensford College
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